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Walk description: 

From the camping area in the Ophir Reserve we follow marked 

tracks with information signs scattered along the route. Many 

of the deserted diggings and tunnels can be seen and you will 

come to fully appreciate the hard life of the early gold diggers. 

There are 2 creek crossings. Map: Ophir 

 

Report: 

Australia’s first gold rush began after Edward Hargraves 

discovered gold at Ophir in 1851. Unfortunately, the feverish 

activity only lasted ten months but canny prospectors can still 

find a nugget or two in the area. The Orange area is rich in gold 

with the gold mine at Cadia still in operation and another gold 

mine soon to open at Kings Plains. 

After a 45 minute drive from our cabins at Mt Canobolas we 
arrived at the picnic grounds beside Summer Hill Creek at 
Ophir. The air was clear and crisp but the sun promised a warm 

day ahead. There are three signposted walks in the 
reserve. We set off on the shorter route and, after a 
short wander along the side of the creek, we 
commenced walking up Eau De Cologne Gully where the 
water was once channelled down towards the creek.  

We passed the remains of long abandoned trenches, 
tunnels and shafts with names such as Spencers Cut, 
Belmore Mine, Bismarck Tunnel, Salvation Bob and the 
Jewellers Shop.  Information signs along the way 
described the sluicing, the mines and the history of the 
area. 

At about 10:15 we arrived back at the picnic grounds for 
morning tea beside the creek. Refreshed and re-
energised, we set off on a longer loop through the 
reserve.  

On this scenic section we passed the site of the old mining 
township, then headed uphill. The hills in this area are riddled 
with covered open cuts, tunnels and shafts, all once used to 
access quartz reefs. Much of the gold was embedded in an 
ancient riverbed that was covered with basalt lava flows from 
the nearby extinct volcano, Mt Canobolas.  

The old mines can be unstable so keeping to the track was a 
necessity. We walked along a short section of the 10km 
Slater’s Water Race, an impressive construction built along 
the side of a steep slope. A short time later, a creek crossing 
was successfully navigated and we continued on an 
undulating track through open eucalyptus forest.   

Along the way we stopped for lunch in the welcome shade of 
some trees before continuing on to a second creek crossing 
just before arriving back at the picnic grounds. The day was 
rounded off with a stop at a coffee shop on the outskirts of 
Orange. 

 

 

 
 

 

 


